Complications following orthognathic surgery that required early surgical intervention: fifteen years' experience.
The aim of this study was to assess complications following various orthognathic surgical procedures that required early surgical intervention. This study was carried out on 821 patients who had undergone surgical treatment for correction of dentofacial deformities between 1985 and 2000. Only patients who required a second procedure to deal with immediate or early postoperative complications (i.e., those occurring within 4 weeks of surgery) were investigated in this study. Twelve patients underwent a second surgical procedure; 9 had undergone conventional osteotomy surgery, and 3 had undergone distraction osteogenesis. Three Le Fort I cases had to be further impacted and repositioned, and 4 vertical subsigmoid osteotomies had to be reexplored. The details of the complications are presented, and possible methods by which these problems could be reduced and/or prevented are discussed.